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1 . SUMMARY. HOLY CROSS LATHER PLASKER PLANS TO LEAVE CHILE 
MID-JUNE FOR TWO MONTHS OF TRAVEL OUTSIDE OP COUNTRY. NO PURTHER 
MOVEMENT TOWARDS RESOLUTION OF ST. GEORGE'S SCHOOL PROBLEM 
AND CARDINAL HAS REAFPIRMED TO AMB HIS INTENTION TO CONCENTRATE 
HIS EPPORTS ON HAVING GOC RETURN SCHOOL TO HOLY CROSS CONGRE- 
GATION WITHOUT CONTESTING GOVT STRICTURES THAT PRIESTS SHOULD 
NOT ENGAGE IN OR ADVOCATE PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES. HOLY CROSS 
PRIEST GARATE AND DEACON DIEGO IRRARAZAVAL UNDER NUNCIO'S 
PROTECTION AND WANT TO G TO US. END SUMMARY. 

2. AFTER NUMEROUS UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT HOLY CROSS 
LATHER ROBERT PLASKER, MEETING WITH EMBOFP TOOK PLACE JUNE 2 

IN WHICH PLASKER STATED THAT HE HAS DECIDED TO LEAVE CHILE ON 
JUNE 15 TO ATTEND TO CONGREGATION BUSINESS ELSEWHERE IN LATIN 
AMERICA AND TO PARTICIPATE IN WORLDWIDE MEETING OP ORDER IN 
MONTREAL. HE PLANS TO RETURN TO CHILE IN LATE AUGUST. IN HIS 
ABSENCE HOLY CROSS LATHER PHILIP DEVLIN WHO ALSO SPOKE WITH 
EMBOPP WILL BE IN CHARGE OP CONGREGATION BUSINESS IN SANTIAGO. 
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3. PLASKER REPORTED THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO FURTHER REAL MOVE- 
MENT ON ST. GEORGE'S SCHOOL PROBLEM. SCHEDULED MEETING 
BET'WEEN CHILEAN LAWYER IGNACIO WALKER, NOW REPRESENTING 
CONGREGATION, AND MIN EDUCATION CASTRO FOR MAY 28 HAD FALLEN 
THROUGH ALTER CASTRO ACCUSED WALKER OE HAVING ARRIVED EOR THE 
MEETING A DAY LATE. 

4. EMBOEF TOLD PLASKER THAT AMBASSADOR HAD MET WITH CASTRO 
RECENTLY TO IMPRESS UPON HIM ONCE AGAIN DEPTH OP USG CONCERN 
OVER ST. GEORGE'S SCHOOL ISSUE AND OUR DESIRE THAT PROBLEMS 
BE RESOLVED AMICABLY IN NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN ORDER AND GOC. 
EMBOPP ALSO OUTLINED IN GENERAL TERMS PROPOSAL SUGGESTED BY 
MIN EDUCATION CASTRO (SANTIAGO 2605) FOR PHASED RETURN OP 
SCHOOL OVER SEVERAL YEAR PERIOD TO HOLY CROSS ORDER. 

5. PLASKER STATED THAT HE VIEWED PROPOSAL AS "BEST WE COULD 
HOPE EOR " AND INDICATED THAT HE WOULD URGE CONGREGATION TO 
ACCEPT IT IP IT IS EVER OPFERED IN SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS BY GOC. 

HE STATED THAT IMPORTANT CONCERN EOR HIM WAS THAT CONGREGATION 
AND GOC AVOID SUBSIDIARY ISSUES OP "PRINCIPLES" WHICH HAVE HIGH 
EMOTIONAL CONTENT, SUCH AS WHAT PRIESTS MAY TEACH AT SCHOOL, 

ETC., IN WORKING OUT INITIAL RESOLUTION. 

6. PLASKER LARGELY REPEATED TO EMBOPP WHAT LUERS HAD TOLD DEPT 
ON MAY 28 CONCERNING CHILEAN HOLY CROSS PRIESTS, E.G. NONE 

ARE CURRENTLY IN JAIL AND SOME HAVE RECEIVED PROTECTION OP 
CHURCH AND ARE PLANNING TO GO TO U.S. 

7. PLASKER MAINTAINED THAT PRIESTS ARE INNOCENT OP ANY WRONG 
DOING AND THAT THEIR PROBLEMS ARE PART OP LARGER CHURCH-GOC 
TENSIONS. HE DID ACKNOWLEDGE, HOWEVER, THAT HE HAD NO DOUBT 
WHATSOEVER THAT PRIESTS HAD BEEN HELPING UP AND MIR SYMPATHIZERS 
BY HIDING THEM AND OTHERWISE PROTECTING THEM PROM GOC 
AUTHORITIES, AND FURTHER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE COULD UNDERSTAND 
HOW GOC MIGHT VIEW THIS AS CONSTITUTING ILLEGAL AID TO ENEMIES. 

8. COMMENT. PAPAL NUNCIO TOLD AMBASSADOR EVENING JUNE 3 

THAT PRIEST MARTIN GARATE AND DEACON DIEGO IRRARAZAVAL CURRENTLY 
RESIDING WITH HIM AND PREPARING TO GO TO US. EMBOEF SPOKE TO 
HOLY CROSS PATHER PERMIN DONOSO MORNING JUNE 4 URGING HIM, AS 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 SANTIA 03149 042227Z 

HE HAD DONE WITH PLASKER, TO CONTACT US CONSUL TO BEGIN 
NECESSARY PAPERWORK. EMBOPP POINTED OUT ONCE AGAIN THAT THERE 
IS DISTINCTION IN U.S. IMMIGRATION LAW BETWEEN AN ORDAINED 
MINISTER OP RELIGION SUCH AS PRIEST AND AN INDIVIDUAL PUNCTIONING 
AS NON-ORDAINED DEACON AND THAT THIS DISTINCTION MAY HAVE 
SIGNIPICANCE IN THAIR VISA APPLICATIONS. 

9. REGARDING ST. GEORGE'S SCHOOL PROBLEM, CARDINAL SILVA 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

TOLD AMBASSADOR JUNE 2 THAT HE HAS NO INTENTION OE CONTESTING 
GOVT ACTION TO ENSURE THAT PRIESTS DO NOT ENGAGE IN OR ADVOCATE 
PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES, AND THAT HE WILL CONCENTRATE HIS EFEORTS 
ON BEGINNING PROCESS EOR EVENTUAL RETURN OF SCHOOL TO HOLY 
CROSS CONGREGATION. 

POPPER 
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